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1. AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM CONTINUES TO SAY 
MANY OF THE RIGHT THINGS FOR THAI CONSUMPTION (REF A), 
ALTHOUGH HIS ANTI-AMERICAN TENOR MAY CAUSE RTG LEADERS 
SOME PASSING DISTRESS. THE BANGKOK POST ON 2 FEBRUARY 
RAN A BANNER HEADLINE: "MISTER NEW DEAL WHITLAM", (REF B) 

AND DESCRIBED WHITLAM'S MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER SANYA 
THAMMASAK AS "HISTORIC". WHITLAM, IN A SOMEWHAT MIXED 
METAPHOR, FEELS THAT HE AND SANYA HAVE ESTABLISHED A "HAPPY 
AND FRUITFUL TOP LEVEL RELATIONSHIP". 
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2. WHITLAM, REFERRING TO LEE KUAN YEW'S STATEMENT THAT 
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AMERICAN FORCES SHOULD REMAIN IN THAILAND AS A "BUFFER" 
FORCE, SAID, "WE DON'T BELIEVE IT IS GOOD ENOUGH THAT 
AUSTRALIA REGARD COUNTRIES LIKE THAILAND AND HER ASIAN 
PARTNERS MERELY AS SOME SORT OF MILITARY BUFFER FOR 
AUSTRALIA'S CONVENIENCE". HE ALSO SAID THAT HE EXPECTED 
THERE WOULD BE NO MORE AMERICAN BOMBING RAIDS FROM THAI 
BASED AND DESCRIBED THE PREVIOUS BOMBING IN VIETNAM AS 
"MILITARILY INEFFECTIVE AND MORALLY MONSTROUS". 

3. IN ITS LEAD EDITORIAL (FULL TEXT REF C), THE POST 
STATED: 

"THE VISIT MUST BE DESCRIBED AS A SUCCESS AND THIS 
IS TRIBUTE TO THE WAY MR. WHITLAM HAS QUICKLY ADJUSTED 
HIMSELF TO THE NEEDS OF THE REGION. A YEAR AGO THE 
NEWSPAPER HAD TO TELL HIMTO "MIND HISOWN BLOODY 
BUSINESS". TODAY WE SAY, "GOOD ON YER, MATE**" 

4. COMMENT. THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE SO FAR FAVORABLE 
PRESS TREATMENT OF WHITLAM, AND THE CONSTANT PRESS INVECTIVE 
IN JANUARY AGAINST BOTH THE UNITED STATES AND JAPAN, 
ILLUSTRATES TWO THESES. ONE IS THAT AUSTRALIA, WITH A 
SIGNIFICANT BUT MUCH SMALLER ROLE IN THAILAND, ENJOYS A 
LOWER AND LESS VULNERABLE PROFILE. THE OTHER IS 

THAT THE THAI PRESS BELIEVES THAT AUSTRALIA HAS A CLEARER 
READING OF THE CHANGING REALITIES IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, PAR- 
TICULARLY THAILAND. WHITLAM IS OFF TO CHIANGMAI TODAY. 
ALTHOUGH HE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CONTINUE HIS DECLAMATIONS 
THERE, THE MOUNTAIN REMOTENESS OF PHUPING PALACE MAY 
SOFTENHIS ECHO. 

KINTNER 
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